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“ationo time T dld hntlnm in tha pos-
That swns when

ma Huy eome fop moeto tell you what
&3 parsed hetwaogn Mongleyr Drrano

. Bnd myself”
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Here Itouletabllle Intervupted lilmualt
me Af 1 hid broughit the
volvers, I showed him Lhgm, Hiy-
& exainlned both, e pronoiijced them
and  handed them bagk 1o
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Mo donbt; this evening. AVe shall
e L plght here—If that won't tieo

sald with nn
Ttouletabiile

contrary,' I
Lhat | nmiode

D1y Uie
exprossion

"hu. not' Tie sald, Ythis Ik no timae
for  hLiughing, You  remember  the
Tivase which was the ‘opetl e=aganie’ of
bils chinteaw full of mystery
Yoy b1 sald, “pérfectiyv—"Thd pres-
Bytery hos lost nothlng of ity ehorim,
wor (e garden |ty belghtnoss! It was
thie phrase whlelh you found on the
Balf-burned plece of |m[!l.r amongst
u:- m-lun in Lhe laboratory.!t
aip ol the bottom of the paper,
t'hmu the flume had ool reached, wng
thia date: 254 of October. Refmember
this dute, 1U s highly lmportant, L am
going to tell you abont Lthat
gurioun phrase. On the evenlng before
the cplney that 1s 10 &aye~on Lhe 28d,
Monsieyr and Modemolselle Binngerson

Were ol ao reception at the Lilysce, L
Wnow (hat, because I wos Aliete on
fuly, having Lo interview: opg of the

pavinls of e Academy  of Phfladel-

philg, who was helpg fetea there,
bad never befora gren wither Mons|eur
s Modemolselle bBlangerson, 1 was
veated fn the yoom whicly procedes the
Balon des Ambassideurs, and, tired of
'af'lng Jostleq by #0 Inony noble per-
sonagens, I had fallen into, & vague
reverle, when [ #eented near mg the
perfume of the ledy In black; i
“Do you msk nie what i the ‘per-
Eupia of the lady In Wack'? It must
sufflce you to Know t it Jg o per-
fumne of wlileh I am: ve fond, heeause
It was that of i lady who hed been
very kind to me In my chlldboodl—a
lady whom 1 had wlways seen dressed
In black., The lady who, that evening,
wan scenled with the perfume of the

lady In black, was dressed In white.
Bhe was  wonderfully beautiful. I
could noet help rislng and following

her. An old mign gave lier hik drm, and,
pn they passed, 1T heard wvolees Bay:
‘Profegsor Stangernon and hils daugh-
ter! UIL was In that way [ learned
Wwho it wps I was following.

“They met Monsleur Roberl Darzac,
whom 1 knew by slght. Professor
Stangernon, accosied by Mr.o Arthur
MWilllam Ranee, oné of the Amerlcan
sivants, deated himsell in the great
gallery, apd Mopsleur Robert Darzao
Tey Mpdemoleel e \:nxl\-r-ron Into” the
sonsarvalory. [ followed. The weather
vory mild that evening; the gar-
doors: were open. AMudemolsells
Stangerson threw a flchy =hawl over
her ghonlders and I plainly/saw that
1t was rh-- who wae begeing Monsleur

Y 1t o g0 with her into the garden.
.|-|J|‘|'<j 10 foXow, interested by the
itaddon -plainly.  exJublted by the
raring  of  Monsipur Darzac. . Thay
oy iy pasged along the wall abutting
Lthe Avenue Marizny. 1 took the
contral. nlley, walking  parallel  with
1,oand then crosged over for the
of getiing nearer to them, The
davie, and the grazs dead-
the rRound of my ateps. They
L Ni slopped under the vacillating lght
of o gos jet andiappeared ‘1o be both
ding over ‘n paper held by Made-
wioiselle. Stangerson, reading somes-
thing which deeply Interasted them. I
stopped In the darkness and sllence,

UNeflher of them saw me; and 1 dis-
¥ heard Mademoiselle Elangerson
as mhe o was rvefolding pa-
poer: ‘Tha presbytery has lost nothing
of its charm, nor the girden its bright-
neay ']t wae #ild In a tone at once
mocking and degpalring, and was fol-
iuwed by ~a  burat of =uch nervous
aughter that I think her words will
noyer ceaga to sound in my cars, But
anather plirase was uttered by Mon-
sleur Robert Darzac: Afust'I ¢ommit
wocrime, then, to win you? e was
In an extraordinars agliaged state, He
touole ‘the hand of Mudemoleelle Stan-
cerson and_held 1f for a long Lme to

“his lips, and. T thought, from the move-
ha- was

ment of his shoulders, that
wrylng. 'Then they went away,
~'\When I returned to the great gol-
lery,"” ‘continued Roulelahille, "I saw
no mors of Monsleur Robert Darzoc,
mng I was not-to see him agalp pntil
fter the iragedy at the'. Glandler.
Mademolsalle was near My, Rafige, who
was talking with much animation, his
syes, durlng the conversation, glowlng
Svith o singular brightness. Made-
molsella: Elangerson, I  thought, was
not even llstenlng' to et lie was
maying, her face expressing. perfect
indifference. Hls face was the red.face
nf -a drunkard,  When Monslcur and
Mademolgelle Btangerson left, e fwent
A remained: theye,’ 'I
jofned him, and rendered him some lit-
tle sorvice in the midst of the pressing
crowd, Ile thanlked me and told me he
wasg- returning to Amerlen three days
lafer, that Is to sa:.r. on-the 25th (the
a-u- after the erlme). ‘T talked with

/yeara, and that It waa thare: e liad

‘wards my Irlend, and the faclllty with

met the fllustrious Professor HBtanger-
#on and his daughter., Iie ‘drank n
gréat deal of champagne, and when I
left him he ias very nenrly druni.
“Hilol wero my experfences ‘on that
evening, and I leave you to imagihe
what effect thn newn of the attempted

murder of Aadomolsalla  Stangerson
produeed on mo—with what forée Lhosi
worids pronounced by Monusjeur Hobert
Dilrzie, ‘Must I commit' s crime. then,
Lo win you? recurred to me. IL was
not thils phraose, however, that T reponted
to him wlien we met here at Glandler,
The mentenco of the presbytery and
the bright garden sufflced to open the
gate of the ehatean. 1f.you osk mo
If T believe now that Monslour Durzac
Ig tho murderer, 1 must eny I a4 mnot.
I 'do not thinle [ ever qulte thought
that. At the time [ could not really
think gerlotely ‘ol anything. I hod si
1itle evidenee to go on.  But I necdeql
to hove at once ' the proof that he had
not “bean wounded In the hand,

“When we werd alone together, T (old
him how 1 had chanced 1o overhear a
part of lis conversation with Made-
molgelle Htangarson In the garden ‘of
tha Idlysee: and when I repeated Lo
lilm the svorde, ‘Must I commit a'erime,
thien, Lo win you? he swas  greatly
troubled, though much less o than he
lind been by hearing me repeat the
plirase . aliout the wreshytery, What
threw lim into n ntate of real con-
slarnalion war to learn from ma that
the day on which hé had gone to meet
Muademplselle Btangerson at the Elvsee|.
wad the very doy on which she had
gone to the poat-offive for Lhe letter.
It was that letter, pevpaps, which end-
ed with the words: ‘The presbytery
lins loet nothing of {ts charm, nor the
giurden Its hrightness. My surmise was
confirmed by my finding, It you re-
member, in the ashes afithia luboratory,
the fragment of paper datet! October
the 23d.  THe letter hind been written
and withdrawn from the post-ofMce
on Lhe =ame day.

“TI'here can be no doubt that, on re-
turning from the "Elysea that night.
Mudamoisalla Btangerson had tried to
destroy that compromising paper. It
was {n vain that Mopsleur Darzag de-
nied, that that letter had anything
whatever to/do with the crime. T told
Nhim that In en affalr so filled with
mystery as thla, le had no right to
hide this letter: that I was persuaded it
was of considerable lnportance; that
the desperate tone in which DMade-
maigelle Htangerson had pronounced
the prophetic phrase—that hls own
tears, and the threat of o crime which
lie had professed after the letter was
read—nll these facts tended to leaya
o room for me to doubt, Monsicur
Dargag hecame more and mors agl-
tated, and I determined.to take advan-
tage of r.Ju. effect I had produced on
him. ‘You were on the, polnt of be-
ing married, monsfeur’ T gafld neg-
ligently and without looking at him,
‘ind suddenly your marriage becomes
Impossible becauss of the writey of
that letter: because ans soon af his
jetter was read, you spoke of the
necessity for o erime 16 win Made-
molselle Stangerzon. Therefore thers
is =omie one. belween you and heéer—
some one who ls preventing your mar-
riage with her—some one who has At-
tempted to kill her, o that she should
not be able'to marry!’ And I concluded
with/these words: ‘Now, monsieur, you
hawe only to tell me in confldence the
name of the murderer!—The words [
had uttered must have struck him
ominously, for when 1 turned my eyes
on him, I saw thot his face was hag-
gard, the perspiration standing on ‘his
toreliend, and terror showing In hls
eyes,

* ‘Monsieur,’ he sald to me, ‘I am go-
Ing Lo ask of ¥ou something which
may appenr insnne, but in exchunge for
which I place my life In your hanids,
you nmust not: tell the mogislrates of
what you sow and heard In the garden
ot the Llssee—uelthvr to them nor: to
anybody. I swear™to you, that I am
tnnocent, and'I know, I feel, that you
belleve me; but 1 would rather be

talen for the guilty man then Bee
justice fo astray on that phrase, 'The
presbyiery hus lost nothing of s
¢harm, nor the garden its brightness.

The judzes must know nothing about
that phrase. (All this matter is in your
hauds, Monsieur, 1 leave it there; but
forget the evening at the Elyeee. A
hundred other roads are open to you

in 'your search for the criminal,’ I
will open’ them for you myself. I will
help ¥ou. WIll you take up ¥your

quarters here? You may remain here
(o do 'as you pleasc—Ent—sleep here—
watch my actlonz—the actlons of all

hera;  You shall he master of = ihe
Glandler, monsieur; hut forget  the
evening at the Hlysee!"”

Rpuletabllla liere paused to  take
breath, (I new ‘understood what! had

appeared =o unsexplalpable in the de-
meanor of Monsleur stobert Darzac to-

which the young reporter hod been able
to install himgelf on tho scene of the
crlme, [ Aly'curiosity could not fail to
be excited by nll I'had heard, 1 asked
Rouletabiile ‘Lo satisfy it stillifurthern
What had happened at  the' Clandier
during | the: past week?—MHad fhe' not

told me. that there were surface indi-|a

cntions agalnst Monsleur Davzac:much
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Ilghly tLhe

‘L'uu'

“eurred

Past-Office,

‘keop dskipghmyself night anad day, ls

at theg pest-ofllee, down for o lecture

nls

“Everything nseems to be wpointing
agalnst him, replied my frlend, “and
the altuntion 1s becomlng oxcesdingly
graye,  Monaleur Dapzad appoars nol to
mind It ynueh; but in that he 18 wrong.
Iwas Intorested only In the liealth of
Mademolunlla Btangetyon, whigh wan
dally Impraoving, when somathlbg oc-
that s even mora mysterloud
tiin—than the mystery of the Yellow
Leom '

l’mnos-zlhlr:" I criod, "What could he
mole mysterfous thin thats

“Let us first go biack  to Mansiour
Itobert . Darawe,”  suld  Roulatahille,
crlming me, “I'have sald tlint ovory-

thing mesmy (o be pointing against
him,  Uhe marks aof the neat  hoots
folnd by IPrederic Larsan appear to be
really ‘the footprints of Mailemolselle
Stungerson's flance. The marks mede
hy ithe bicycle may lave becn=made
by hls bleyele.  He hed usually left
It nt the chateaut; why dld he toke It
to. Parls on that particulay oecasion?
Wag It becauss he was not going to
return agialn to  the chatenu? Was
It becauwe, owlng to the broaking off
of his marrlage, his relatlons with the
Hiangersons were to ceafe?  All who
nra interasted fn the matter aftirm that
those relatlonsg were to continue un-
cllnngnd.

‘rederie, Larsan, however, belleves
that all Intercourse wds it an, end
From the day when Monsleur Darzac
necompanled” Mademolgello Blengerson
Lo the Grands Magasins de la Louvre
unill the day after the crime, le had
not. been at the Glandier.,, Remember
that Mademolseile SEtapgerson lost Her
reticule contalning tho key with the
brise head while rsh,u was in his com-
pany. From that day.to the eyvening
ut the Elysee, Lthe Sorbonne: professor
and Mademolgelle Stangerson dld nol
gep ong another; bul they may hoave
wrilten Lo cuch other. Mademolgelle
Stangerson went Lo the post-office lor
get a letler, which Larsan says was|
wrltten by Hobert Dargzac; for know-|
Ing nothing of what had passed at the |
Elysee, Larsan belleves 1f was Monslour
Darzae himself who stole the reticule |
with the key, with the design of forc-
ing her consent, py getting poesession
of the preclous papers of her futher—
papera which he would have restored
to hlm on condition that the marriage
engugement wus to be fulfllled.

“Adl that would have beéen a . very
doubtful and almost absurd hypothesls,
as Larsan admitted to me, but for an-
other &nd much graver elreumstance.
In the (firet pluce here i3 somelthing
which I have not been uble Lo explain
—>Monsleur Darzae had himself, on the
24th, gono to the post-office to ask
for the letter which Mademoliselle had
called for and recelved on the previous
avening. The description of the man
who made application tallies in every
respect with the appearance of Mon-
sleur Darzae, who, In snswer to Ltheg
gquestions put to him by the examining
maoglatrate, denies that he went Lo the
post-office, Now even ndmitting that
the letter was written by him—which
1 do not believe—he knew that Made-
moiselle Stangerson hid recefved 1t.i
gince he hnd ecen it in her hande in
the garden ot the Elysee, It could nafg |
tiave been he, then, who Bad gone to|
the post-office the day ofter the Z4th |
to ask for adetter which he knew svas |
no longer there. I

“To me it appears clear that some-
bodyx, strongly resembiing him, stole |
Mademolselle Stangerson's reticule, and
in that lotter had demanded of ler
something which she hogd not sent him
e must have been surprised at' the
faflure of his demand, hence his appli-
catjon at the post-office, to  learn
whethier his lotter had been dellvered
to the person to whom it liad been
nddressed,  Finding that It liad been|
clnimed, he had become furlous, What
Liad he demanded? Nobedy but Made-
molsalle Stangerson  knows. - Then,
on the day following, it ls reported
thut elie had been murdered during
the night, and, the next day, I dls-
covered that the professor hud, at fhe
gamo time, been robbed by means of
the key referred to In- the poste
restantp letter, It vould =gem, tlien,
that the man who went to the post-
office to Inquire for the letter must
have  been  the murderer.  All thexe
argiimentis  Larsan applies as against
Mensieur  Darzac, You may;, bl
sure thnt  the examining m'.n;i.'\-g
trate, Larsan, end myself, hove donel
our best (o get from the post-oMce|
preciss detalls relative to the singulary |
personnge who applied. thera on
24th of Qctober, = But nothing has
peen learned. | Wo don't' know whera
he came from—or where he went, Be-
yond the deseription which makes him
resgmhle Monslgur Darzac, we know
nothing,

1 have announced’ in the lenaiu[r
journals that a hapdsome reward will
ba given to a driver of any public con-
veyance who drove a fare to No. 40,
about 10 ofcloelk on ' the
morning of the 24th of Octobar. In-
formation;to be addrossed to ‘AL RS
at the joffica ot the ’Epoquc‘; but no
pnswer has: resulted. ' The man may
hiave walked; but, as he was most:like-
1y in @ hurcy, thero weas a chanes that
he might have gone in a cab, Who, 1

the man who so strongly resembles
Monsieur Robert Darzae, and who s
lzo° known ' to liave bought the cang
which has fallen into.Larsan's hands?
YThe most sericus fact'ls that Mon.
sieur Darzae was, ab the very sama
time that his double presented himselt

at the Sorbonne,  He had not delivered
that lecture, and ‘one of his trionds
took his. ploce, When I queelioned
liim: es to how he had employed the
ting,” ha told ‘me that ho had  gone
fop a' steoll In the Bols de Baoulogne,
What do you thinl ot’n professor who,
Instead ‘of miving hls lecture, obtalns
noatibstitute to ‘go for a stroll in the
Bols ‘de ‘Houlogne?l. "When Frederle
Larsan asked him for lnformation on
thizg'point, ho guietly replied that [t
was ne business of his how he spent
tlme in  Pavis: On whleh ) Frod
swors aloud  that he would find ouf,
without anybody's help,’

HAT this sepms to it Intawlth Thred's
hypothesis, namely, ‘that -Monsieur
Htangerson anllowed tho murderer to

the | *

UAnotlior year haso been gdded Lo the pu'ﬂt and.
recort
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i1 Distandard of exocllance (n-all departments, and ron-
'_ “rering tho-best-poasible senvice,
1o, una - and all forin happy and progperaus. Now

The S Galeskl Ophcal Co .

escapesin o‘rr}cl- to avell a scandal, The
hypothesis la-rurthey substantinted by
the favt that Darzog was in the Yolo
low Room and was permittad to  get
(nway. that hypotheals'l belleve o be
'a felge one. Tarsan is halng misled by
At though Lhat would not’ diaploase
nie; jd it not offect  un inupcont per-
gon. | Now daeg thit hypothesls raslly
misleaq Frederle Larsan? That s the
‘quéstion-—that Is the l|ueal.iun.
Perhups g i right* crled,  in-
terrupting: HATR YO EuTA
A onsles Darzac is-innogant?—LH]
aauma 1ol meithnt I.hes Ald ofttraordh
‘nary colpcldenced—! f !
olncidonees,! roplied  ny 'frlu'n'ﬂ. i
tha worgt enemles:fo truth.t
hat does  thei examining 1 ngl
trate tll!lnh: 11011\' ;{t ythe matter?

made by ‘the leading and
and:ong ol
Wo esteon |

us by il

the United Stotes.
upon

Wa shall ‘endsavor to mevit your

Our good \\lahes B

buen“the eriminal.  No doubt the Yel-
low Hoom wae very dlimly 11t bat a
night-l11ght; however smi]l, glves somao
lght.  Here ' my Loy, 5 how things
gtood when, threo aaye, or rather thrén
nights ngo, on oxtmord!nm Ly ktrango
1::{:Illcnt agourrad, J

! CHAI"I‘I_-.R X1V,

HI Hxpecet the Assussin This Bvening.”

“I must take yvouy!” anld Rouletabilley
eo.ne to enablo you to understond, to
Ltha various egcenes. I nyaclf helleve
that I have discovered, wiint everyhbody
clae g gearehing for, nimely, how the
mirderer ecpcaped from the  Yellow
Itobm, without any dccomplice, and
without Mademolsello Stangeraon hay-
Ing had anything to do with {t.  But
E0 long aa I am not pure of the real
murderer, I cannot state tho theory aon
which I amworking., I eno only sy
that [ bellaye It to ho correct and, in
any case, n qguite natursl nnd simple
ona, As to what happened (n this plice
three nights ngo, I must say 1t kept
me numlcrlnp, for,a whole day and o
night. passes 1ll ‘baliaf, 'The theory
1 linve fo'lmm] fraomithe Incident s so
absuiql that [ would, rather mattors
remained as yet unexplainad.”

baying: wlileh the young reporter In-
vited me to go and make the tour of
the chatéau with him. The only sound
to be heard was the crunching of the
dend leaves baneath our feel. The
sllence was po intense that one might
liave thought the chatean had been
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Says buy to-day a bhottla of
Gowan's  Preparation and ha
prepared for the first gym

toms- of  Craup, .Pneummfa.
Colds, Coughe—for Gowan's
prevents and cures, It
external, . 26g;  &lc;
All drugglts—hava
your Home, Ba ready and
then no regret—no excuso,

We Have
Just
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And we found among our stock
quite a number of ODDS AND
ENDS that MUST BE SOLD,
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at prices that will make them go.
Have a look at these bargains be-
fore they are all gone,
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 Start the
NEW YEAR

. With a
CLEAN SHEET

Every good huhlnc‘ss man does;
evary good housewife aught Lo,
You don't have to buy new
shigats,  Soend us your golléd ones
and we will return them to you
elann,
¥ When we say cloan wa-mean
i lt—nhsolutely clepn, .the only
keind! worth having

‘Eclipse Steam Laundry,
\'  Phone 418.
M P. GORDDN & CD., Propuelnrs

‘puildtng, where:it wase lit by & hlgh

1 in & very low tonse:

| cargfully) retaptaned.tha daor, mutters

[ 'ainle, why:should it not be humaniyi

tho donjon, thoe ‘blealk ground strewn
with' tha | dead  ledves; the  dork,
Bleleton-1llka outllnes of the troes, all
contributed to glve to tho dosolate
pluce, now filled with fts dawful mys-
tery, an nspect {he mosb funereal, As
wa passod rotind the donjon, wo mat
the Groen Man, the forest-keeper, wlo
dld not greet us, but walked by as If
Ao had not existed, Ile wie logking
dual ~as I had formerly ‘sesn him
throtigh the window of tlie Donjon Inm
He hud still hils fowllng-plece slung
at his back, his pips wos in his mouth,
and lils cya-glassps on lils nose.

YAn odd kind:of flah!' Rouletabille
enlid to me, in n low tone,

“"Have 'you spoken to him?' I asked,

“You, but I eould get nothing out
of him.  His only answera are grunts
ind shrugs of tho shoulders. He gen-
erally llves on the firet floor of tha
donjon—ao blg room that once served
for an oratory., He lives like a bear,
never gocs out without hisg gun, and
Is only plearant with the girls,. The
women, for fwelva mlles vound, are all
setting thelr caps at him, = For the
present; ho ls paying,  ottention to
Madame Mathien, whosa husband fa
keeping a lynx oye upon ler in con-
seéquence,’”

After passing the dnnjnn which ls
gitunted nt the extreme end of the left

wing, we went to the back of the
‘ehateau.  Rouletabllle,” pointing to a
window, which I recognlzed as! the

only one belonging to Mademolsellg
Btangerson's apartment, sald to ma:!

“It- you hand been here two nights
ago you would linve scen your humble
gervant at the top of o ladder, about
to antor the chateau by that window."

A4 I expressed some gurprise at thls
plege’ of nocturnnl  gymnastics, he
begged mo to notlee carefully the ex-
terior disposition ot the ohatenu. We
then went back into the bullding.

I must now show ¥ou the first
floor of the chateau, whersa I am lv-
ing sald my frlend,

'o enable tlie remder the bettor to
understand the disposgition of those
parts of the dwelllng, I annéx a plan
of the firat floor of the right wing,
drawn by Rouletobllie the day after
tha | exfrdordinary. plianomenon  og-
ourrad, the details of which I am about
to relate,

in

( i

g

1. Fosition whers Rouletabilla
pIm:nd Frederic Larsan.

2. Positlon  where Raoulsetabllle
placed Doddy Jacques. J

3. Poaltlon whera Roulatabille

placed Monhsleur: Stangerson.

4, Window by which Rouletabllla
entered,
0. Window found open by Roulat-

abille when he left the room. He re-
closed 1t. All the other doers and
windows were shut, ]

6. Terrace surmounting a project-
ing Toom on tha ground floor,

Itouletabllle motloned mao . ito rollow
him up a magnlficent flight of staira
endlng in o Innding on the flrat floor,
Trom this landing one .could pass to
the right or left wing of the chateau
by o gallery opening from it Thls
gallery, high and wlide, extended along
the “holu length of the bullding, and
wans 1it from the front of the chateau
facing the north. Tha rocms, ihe
windows of which looked to the south,
opened out of tha gullery. Profegsor
Stangergon inhahited the left wing of
tho bullding.  Mademolsells Stanger-
son lhad her apartment In the right
wing,

Ve enterod the gallary-to the right.
A narrow carpet, lald on the wexed
floor, which shone llke glass, deadened
tha sound of our footsteps, Roulat-
abilla asked me, In a low tons, to
walls carefully, aa we ware passing the
door. of = Mademolselle Stangerson's
.1p.ntmem 'his 'conslsted of o hed-
roomn, o pnte-room, o small bath-room,
a boudolr; and a drawlng-room. Ono
could pass from ono to gnother of theso
rooms withput having to go by way of
the gallery. The gallery continued
gtralght to the western end of the

window (window 2 on the plan). At
about two-thirda of It length thie gal,
lery, at a rIght angle, jolned another
gallery following the course of the
right wing.

Tho bettor to follow this nnrmtlva.
wa ghall call the gallery leading from
tho ptalra to the eastern window, the
“right' gallery, and the gallery gquit-
ting it at a right angle, the “ocff-turn-
ing" gallery (winding gallery In:the
nlan), It was at the meeting point
of the two gallerles; that Rouletablils
hag hls chamber, 'adjolning that: of
¥redarlg Lorsan, the door of’  euch
openlng on’ to the “off-turning' gul=-
lory, while the doors of Madomolsalle
gStangursants apartment opensg into’ tha
tright'! geiery. (See the plan.)

TLouletabllle opened the' door af | his
room, &nd atter  we  ‘had prssed o,
carefully drew the bolt, -1 had not hed
tlme to. glanca round -the place in
which he had been {nstallgd, when he
uttered @ cry of surpriss and polnted
to n palr.of ey-glngses on a‘alda table,

“what ore theso dolng hera?' he
asked,

I should have bcan pugzled to an-
swer him.

“[ weonder,’ he aald, M8 wonder | 1f
this 1a what I have been sesrching
for, I wonder if those are tha oyaes
glnased: from the preabyteryi!

11o solzed thiem eagerly, his: fingers
caressing tho glass, Then looking: at
me, with an expregslop of terror. on
hle face, lLia Guurmured, “Oh1—DBt,

1Ie ropeated the exclamnation ogoln
and ngain, as ig his thoughts hod dud-
denly turncd his brain,

o rose and, putting his hand on
my shoulder, laughed 1ike ono dements
ed nb he sald}

wrhoge glagsea will drive nm ellly}
Aathemationlly speakling thae thing: 13
Dossible: but humnanly epeeking it 15
luumuathla—-or afterywards—or = afters
wards—"

Vmpwo. 1lght knocks' atruclk the 'door,
Roujetabille’ opened It A figuro ¢n-
tered, 1 recognized | the  annclorge,
whom T had egen when sho wes bolpg
taken to:the peyllion for examinatinn.
T was gurprised, thinking sho was still
nnder logk and key. This ywoman sald

“In the grove ot the parquet,”
Touletahille, replied; “Lhanks'—The
wonian then left, Fa agalp turned to
- g leok “hoggard, ; atter having

some.incomprehenyglble: phrases,

i
Breltha thing ta mathematically Doss

'L
And R CLeD ey humenly pnaslhlw, _l.b.a
imattor: e slmply faywialdlcos

1 in uulltoqu

“Ohol Ioaald, Mwhan will
oceaglon to do 167"

“I'his evonlne—{for this evenlng 'l ex-
peot tho murderer,’

You expect thio murderer Lhls even-
Ingt Then you know him?*

Loshall know him; but I -should he
mnd to affirm, categorically,.dt this
moment that I do know lihn, 'Che
mithematieal idea T Have of tha mur-
derer gives results 80 frightful, a0
manstrous, that I hope It I stlil pos-
slble that* T nm mistakon. I hopa so,
with all 'my hearti'" r

“Hive minutes ago you did not know
the murderer; how can you sey that
you oxpect lilm this evenlngi"

“Because I know that ho must come.’”

Rouletabllla very slowly  flled hia
plpe ang 1t it. That mennt an in-
teresting etory. At that moment: wa
heard soms one walking (o tha gal-
lery ongd passing betoro our door. Rou-
latabille listoned.. The sound of the
footstep died away in the diatanoca.

“Is Irederic Larsan in his room?! I
asked, pointing to the partition.

“No,* my friend answered. “Hno
went to Tarls thls morning—still on
the meant of Darzie, who nlso left for
Paris. That matter will turn out bad-
ly. I expect that Monsleur Darzac
will ‘be nrrested In tho course of tho
next week, The worst of it fs that

lie fiave

everything seema to be In leagusg
ggalnst him—circumstances, things,
people, Not an hour passes without

bringlng some new evidence =agnrinst
him. © Tho examining magistrate ia
averwhelmed by it—nand blind.'!

“Frederio Larsan, however, is not &
navice,” I #old.

L thought s0," said Rouletabille,
with a slightly contemptuous turn of
his lips, “I tancied ho wos n much ablar
man, I haod, Indeed, a great admira-
tion for him, before I got to know his
method of working., It's dsplorable,
Ho owes his\reputation solely ta his
abllity; but he lacks repsoning power
—the mathematicse of his |deas are
vary poor.!

I looked closely at Rouletabilla and
wcould not help amiling on hearing thls
boy of elghtean talking of a man who
had proved to the world that he was
tha finest police sleuth-hound in Hu-
rope.

*You smile,”” he wsnld; ‘vou are
wrong! I swear I will outwlt him—
and In a striking way! But I must
make haste sbout [f, for he has an
enormous start of me—glven him by
Monsleur Itobert Darszac, jvho is this
evening golng to increnas It still more:
Thinle of Itl—every tima the murderer
gomesd to tho chateau, Monsieur Darzac,

fri refuses lu glve nrur. Hedouy

thn rlmtr_'nu1 4
turned | then—7"
"¥eu, durlng that, tamous nlsh
the slrange plienomenon  odoliir)
1 was ngw golng to léari abo
astonlshing phenomanpn to. whluii
latabllle had mads all )
hour earlier: wl:hgut g]\l;rrg me
explanation 'of It, 'But I had 1é 1!
never to prega Houletablila' fi T
ratives, Hg spoko when fthe
toole him and when he Judged 1L
be right. Ho wos leds conderned f“ﬂ’
iy curiosity than lis was for nelein
n complete numm!ng up fm‘ Ilhf',l 1¢ 6
any Important mintter in wl:l
wad Intorested. i
At last, In ghort mpla Dhrusés.
ncqualnted ma with things | whi
plunged ma Into o state bcrderlnx
completa bewlldarment,  Iandead,
resulte of that stlll - ugknowy
known as hypnotism,  foo
were not more inexplicabls :
dlsappenrance of, the, matter ‘of thg
miurderor st the moment when four
perdona wera within topeh of himi
apanki of hypnotlsm as I would o
electricity, for of tho natura of bhotis
we are fgnorant, and e know 11ttle
of thalr lows. [ dito -these examplex
becauge, at ‘the tlne, the, casel &
peared to me to be only explicable by
tha Inexplicable—that is, by nn-even
ottalde of lknown natural.lows., A
veot, It T had had Rouletabiile's” braii
I ahould, llke him, haye had @ pre-
sontiment.of the natural explanatio
for the most ourious’ thing thout
the mysteries of the |Glandler:
weas the natural manner‘in whlc
explalned: them. L
I hova among the papara that wor
gent mo by tho young man after t
affale was over, & note-haoj of his,
which & completo agcount {5 glven o
the /phenomenon dof tha disappesranc
of the “matter’ of”the ‘Absassin,tand
the thoughtsgto which it gave ¥lie in.
the mind of ‘my young' friend, "It |
preferable, I thinl, lo give the" Toadd
this acecount, rather ‘than u.nntinua tol
roproditce my eonversition - R
letabllle; for I should ha’ afmtd‘,"lu
hidtory of this nature, to add a word
that was npt In gccordance \ﬂlh t
strictest truth.

(Mo Ba qontlnued_Nuxt Sunday.) -
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